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Established 1893  (www.visaliasportsmens.com) 
Visalia Sportsmen’s Association is a non-profit organization which is governed by the regulations set forth in the Internal Revenue Code of 

1986.  The section of the code which we fall under states that we are to be exclusively a social club, organized and operated for the pleasure 

and recreation of our members.  The specific purposes of the club are: 1) to unite in the effort of solving local, county and- statewide 

problems pertaining to the protection and propagation of fish and game and other natural resources in our area; 2) the conservation of our 

natural resources through the promotion and fostering of good public sentiment for better fish, game and forest management; 3) The 

encouragement of organized shooting activities among adult and junior members and the general public, so as to provide a better 

knowledge of safe handling and the proper use and care of firearms; and, 4) to take lawful steps to bring into effect those measures deemed 

to be in the interest of member sportsmen. 

     The NOVEMBER 12th GENERAL MEETING has been CANCELLED.  Traditionally, meetings are 

held on the second Thursday of the month and are open to all club members. New members are encouraged to 

attend the meetings to become more informed and more active in the club activities.  Members are invited to bring 

a guest to introduce to the Visalia Sportsmen’s Association.  The club is located just north of downtown Visalia at 

536 E. Roosevelt Avenue, one block south of Houston Ave., just east off of Sante Fe. 

The NOVEMBER BOARD MEETING is scheduled for Tuesday, November 17, 2020, at 6:00 PM.  To 

present an item for discussion at a board meeting please contact a board member to be on the agenda.  Board 

meetings are held on the Tuesday following the general club meeting. 

   

Please contact any of the officers or board members for any issues or concerns you may have regarding your 

Visalia Sportsmen’s Association.        Club House Phone # (answering machine): 559-635-7175 

Bob Gaalswyk – President: 559-625-5855 Jeremy Chavez – Board Member (e19):   559-302-8718 

Russ Beechinor – Vice President: 559-280-4061 Sean Vedenoff – Board Member (e19):   559-786-6184 

Brian Fulmer – Treasurer: 559-827-5147 Frank Tebeau – Board Member (e18): 559-731-0090 

Chris Norman – Secretary: 661-805-0164 Matthew Gaalswyk-Board Member (e18) 559-909-4419 

Dirk Steelman – Exec. VP (FFL operations): 559-732-7726 Mike Renzi – Board Member (a18): 559-802-6163 

Jim Mayfield – Chairman of the Board:  559-802-7967 Ernie Gomez – Board Member (a18): 559-308-8012 

Glen Gerard – Sergeant at Arms 559-901-1748 Leroy Chism – Board Member (a18): 559-734-7500 

Royce Nalls – Board Member (a19): 559-730-8485 Matt Fisher – Board Member (a18): 559-760-7439 

Kevin Vedenoff – Board Member (a19): 559-280-1924 

 

THE NOVEMBER 12th GENERAL CLUB MEETING HAS BEEN CANCELLED 

Our board members are considering holding the general meetings on a month by month basis. 

 

At the October 13th, 2020, board meeting: 

     Ryan Sullivan, attorney, was present to discuss the details of the VSA incorporation as a charitable 

organization.  VSA records and legal filings will need to be updated and refiled as required.  Additionally, the 

change in VSA status from a 501(c)7 social club to a 501(c)3 charitable organization will require written approval 

of the membership with a simple majority (51%) in agreement to move forward.  More information will be 

coming soon.  A motion was made to proceed and was approved by the board. 

 

     Esther Gipson, VSA election chairperson, stated that the ballot for the election of officers and directors will be 

presented to the board and club secretary on November 17, 2020 (the VSA board meeting), prior to sending the 

ballot to the club membership.  This year, the ballots will be sent by email to club members with valid email 

addresses.  Club members (without email) with a valid postal address will get ballots by postal service.  Ballot 

boxes for the collection of ballots will be placed at the VSA club house and rifle range. 

     Correction to the October 2020 newsletter: It should have read that in 2017 and 2018 there was a “regular” 

election; 2019 was a “roll-over” election (meaning there were no contested positions). 
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   NOVEMBER 2020    Club Phone: 559-635-7172         DECEMBER 2020      Range Phone: 559-651-1415 

  1 Sun Public Shoot J Price/M Price/A Price 

  4 Wed Public Shoot L Miller/Ken Rahn/Mel Wong 

  7 Sat Public Shoot B Zentner/C Calloway/J Dearborn 

  8 Sun Hi Power Match/Junior Rifle/Hi Power Practice 

11 Wed Public Shoot L Miller/Ken Rahn/Mel Wong 

14 Sat Public Shoot B Zentner/???/??? 

15 Sun Public Shoot ???/???/??? 

18Wed Public Shoot L Miller/ J Johnson/Ken Rahn 

21 Sat Public Shoot L Cote/J Dearborn/G Brummer 

22 Sun Black Powder/Junior Rifle/High Power 

25 Wed Public Shoot Lee Miller/Ken Rahn/??? 

26 November HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!! 

28 Sat Public Shoot ???/???/??? 

29 Sun Public Shoot Leo Espino 

  2 Wed Public Shoot ????  

  5 Sat Public Shoot  

  6 Sun Public Shoot 

  9 Wed Public Shoot  

12 Sat Public Shoot  

13 Sun Hi Power Match/Junior Rifle/Hi Power Practice  

16Wed Public Shoot  

19 Sat Public Shoot  

20 Sun Public Shoot 

23 Wed Public Shoot  

25 Fri December MERRY CHRISTMAS!! 

26 Sat Public Shoot ???/???/??? 

27 Sun Black Powder/Junior Rifle/High Power 

30 Wed Public Shoot 
Please contact the following for more info on the programs that are offered at the range: Black Powder – Leroy Chism 559-734-7500;  

High Power/Jr. Rifle Club – Steve Quinn 559-686-1945, steveq@carifle.com. CBRSA (Benchrest) – Rick Shaw 559-740-8026.  

 

More info: 

     The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) has a number of different classifications of non-profit organizations such 

as charitable organizations, churches and religious organizations, private foundations, and political organizations.  

In addition there are a number of nonprofit categories such as social clubs, social welfare organizations, civic 

leagues, labor organizations and business leagues.  Charitable and nonprofit organizations can be exempt from 

federal taxes when following the guidelines set forth by the IRS. 

     Donations to a charitable organization are generally tax deductible, according to the rules and laws of the IRS.  

Donations to some of the other types of nonprofits may not be tax deductible.  It is important to check with the 

organization you wish to donate to and with your tax professional to determine the tax benefits that it may 

provide. 

     The Visalia Sportsmen’s Association is categorized as a 501c7 nonprofit social club organization.  Donations 

to a social club are generally not tax deductible.  As the VSA club has grown and increased their offerings to club 

members and the community in general there has been discussion to possibly create a charitable foundation, 

separate from the VSA club.  Recent discussions at the board meetings indicate that the desire to change the status 

of the Visalia Sportsmen’s Association from a social club to a charitable organization would more closely align 

the goals and actions of the club to the “community” in general. 

     A change in legal status of the club is not taken lightly.  Given our 126 years of continuous operation – yes, 

our club was incorporated in 1894, with the CA Secretary of State.  There is a lot of history here in Tulare County 

and the central valley. 

     Working with the law office of Sullivan & Sullivan, the initial focus was to form a totally new charitable 

organization.  A new corporation potentially named “Visalia Outdoors Association” would be formed.  Legally 

the corporate history would start from the day of registration with the Secretary of State.  At the October 13, 2020, 

board meeting with attorney Ryan Sullivan present, the directors made it known of the desire to maintain the 

Visalia Sportsmen’s Association name (and long held legal status).  The new focus is to file new documents to 

“keep our history”.  We will need to make sure our mission statement and bylaws align the club as a charitable 

organization. 

     Our club members definitely have a say in what happens.  As stated on page one, the change in VSA status 

from a 501(c)7 social club to a 501(c)3 charitable organization will require written approval of the membership 

with a simple majority (51%) in agreement to move forward. 

 

VSA Election: candidates for the officer and director positions are invited to have a short biography placed in the 

December newsletter.  Please contact Esther Gipson at 559-732-7638, or Chris Norman at 661-805-0164, 

visaliasportsmen@hotmail.com with your information. 

 

mailto:steveq@carifle.com
mailto:visaliasportsmen@hotmail.com
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FOR SALE: 1987 Yamaha Big Wheel. 200cc four stroke engine. New chain, sprockets and tires.  With 

front and rear racks and a custom rifle rack.  Call Byron at 559-672-9289. 

FOR SALE: 1) Springfield TRP .45ACP Pistol, $1,500.00.  2) Springfield XD 9mm pistol. 

Call Dustin at 559-596-4211. 

 

Steel target safety – How to extend the life of AR500 steel targets.  For 3/8” thick AR 500 steel targets the rule 

of thumb is to keep bullet velocity under 3,000 feet per second to prevent puncturing and deforming.  How do you 

know how fast your bullet is traveling at a certain distance?  There are a number of ballistic charts and calculators.  

Hornady provides one of the best for print or phone app.  For a given bullet, know the velocity, energy and 

trajectory at a variety of distances.  It’s easy. Make your steel targets – and ours – last longer.  Remember, speed 

kills steel! 

Steel core ammo is definitely dangerous to the life of steel targets as well as being more susceptible to ricochet. 

Therefore, shooting steel core ammo at the range is NOT ALLOWED!  Magnets are available for 

range users and RSOs to check your ammo for steel cores. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY MARINES!!  November 10, 2020. 244 years!! 

https://www.marines.com/who-we-are/our-legacy/birthday.html 

                                     Marines’ Hymn Lyrics: 

 

From the Halls of Montezuma Our flag's unfurled to every breeze  

To the Shores of Tripoli; From dawn to setting sun; 

We fight our country's battles We have fought in ev'ry clime and place 

In the air, on land and sea; Where we could take a gun; 

First to fight for right and freedom In the snow of far-off Northern lands 

And to keep our honor clean;  And in sunny tropic scenes;  

We are proud to claim the title of  You will find us always on the job 

United States Marine.  The United States Marines. 

 

 Here's health to you and to our Corps 

 Which we are proud to serve 

 In many a strife we've fought for life 

 And never lost our nerve; 

 If the Army and the Navy 

 Ever look on Heaven's scenes;  

 They will find the streets are guarded 

 By United States Marines. 
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CLUB SPONSORED CCW CLASS at the VSA clubhouse!!  November 2/3, 2020. 

     As part of your membership in VSA, the once-a-month CCW classes at the clubhouse are FREE! You do not 

have to call first, just have proof of your VSA membership in good standing (yellow receipt or membership card).  

Membership applications, renewals, or membership payments will not be accepted at the class. 

       Wade Roberts will normally hold the CCW class at the clubhouse the first Monday AND Tuesday of each 

month, 5PM to 9PM. Non-members incur a fee of $80 for an initial permit class (8 hours) and $40 for a renewal 

class (4 hours). Renewal classes can be attended on either Monday or Tuesday, and initial CCW application 

classes can be attended across months – Monday one month, and Tuesday the next month, for example. 

     Everyone attending the class will also have to qualify with their permit pistols by shooting at the range. Non-

members will incur a range use fee of $20, while members have range privileges already. You must qualify with 

each pistol on your permit. If you cannot qualify on the designated day, non-members pay a $20 range fee and a 

$20 qualification fee, while VSA members pay a $10 qualification fee. 

      The CCW Instruction and Qualification Certificate are good for six months for initial application or renewal, 

so you can plan ahead and have plenty of time. Don’t wait, get your CCW or renew it! 

     Please call/text Wade at (559) 303-2848, for more info. 

 

 

  

 
 

  
 

 

Please check the club website www.visaliasportsmens.com/calendar for more details on what’s happening each month.  

http://www.visaliasportsmens.com/calendar
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Club Website: http://visaliasportsmens.com.  For more info about the club, programs, activities, newsletters 

(current and past), visit the website, or call Jim Mayfield at 559-802-7967.  Jim is our master club coordinator as 

well as the best source for any tickets for club events or drawings.                                 

For any of your newsletter concerns, “wanted” or “for sale” items, please feel free to contact me, Chris Norman, 

editor, at: visaliasportsmen@hotmail.com, or by phone/text: 661-805-0164. 

http://v/
mailto:visaliasportsmen@hotmail.com

